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Summary Note 

The Asia Foundation’s Ponlok Chomnes: Data and Dialogue for Development in Cambodia program hosted 

a virtual consultative workshop on the draft findings of a “Diagnostic Study on the Policy Process and Data 

Use: The Case of Cambodia and Insights from ASEAN.”  

The workshop convened a diverse set of 23 participants (21% women), including stakeholders from 

government, civil society, and donor organizations, specifically representing the Ministry of Economy and 

Finance (MEF), the National Committee for Sub-national Democratic Development (NCDD), the Ministry 

of Planning (MoP), Future Forum, Gender and Development for Cambodia (GADC), WaterAid, the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the International Labour Organization (ILO). 

According to the findings, data use plays a critical role in Cambodia’s policy process. Unique types of data 

are needed at various stages such as during policy formulation, policy implementation, and policy 

monitoring and evaluation. The study found that a positive trend is that Cambodia’s research capacity is 

expanding, as evidenced by the growing numbers of researchers, including women, in research 

institutions and think tanks in Cambodia. The report also showed that Cambodia, in fact, has a huge 

amount of data that have been collected by many stakeholders including the national, sub-national levels, 

and non-state actors; however, the data is scattered and has not been shared amongst other stakeholders 

for further analysis. Engagement and collaboration between private and public sectors also remain limited 

due to a lack of trust in using data generated from other institutions.  Additionally, big data was included 

in the agenda during the recent ASEAN Summit in Cambodia, which informs the importance of data for 

policymaking in Cambodia and the region at large.  

The consultative workshop was engaging because it generated a number of questions for discussion from 

participants from various institutions ranging from non-governmental organizations to the government 

institutions. This contributed to the workshop objectives which aimed to collect inputs and feedback from 

external stakeholders to refine the final draft report of the study. As the result of the workshop, several 

recommendations have been shared, such as develop more programs to promote data sharing and the 

importance of timely data – since stale data has little value. Further, it was discussed that it is critical to 

connect Cambodian researchers with regional community; build trust between institutions; bring a 

regional perspective; and discuss new topics such as the role of private sector in big data.  

 


