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Introduc�on 

This research is part of a series of diagnos�c studies supported by the Australian 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) through The Asia Founda�on’s Ponlok 
Chomnes: Data and Dialogue for Development in Cambodia program. The program 
aims to strengthen the capacity of the Cambodian knowledge sector ins�tu�ons to 
undertake quality research that informs public policy analysis and dialogue in Cambo-
dia.

In this report, three ques�ons are addressed:

  1. What are the opportuni�es and challenges of Cambodian youth’s engagement in  
       the knowledge sector?
  2. How suppor�ve is the current environment for Cambodian youth’s engagement in 
       the knowledge sector?
  3. How can we promote Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector?

Methodology 
The report is based on a study that employed in-depth interviews and an online 
survey to collect data from the research par�cipants. There were 16 par�cipants (6 
females) who par�cipated in one-on-one interviews. These par�cipants were univer-
sity students, lecturers, university leaders, government officials, and staff/leaders of 
non-government organiza�ons (NGOs) and think tanks. There were 456 youth or 
young Cambodians, aged 18-35, who responded to the online survey. Among them, 
52.2% were females, about 70% were university students, and three-quarters were 
studying for/had received a bachelor’s degree. The report also benefited from a 
consulta�on workshop conducted to gather addi�onal inputs from concerned stake-
holders, such as government officials, researchers, staff/leaders of universi�es, think 
tanks, NGOs, and youth networks. The findings are as follows: 

Findings from the interviews

Challenges to Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector

Data from the interviews showed three main categories of challenges affec�ng 
Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector. These are: 1) limited knowl-
edge about research, publica�on, and English language skills; 2) a less suppor�ve 
environment for research; and 3) other personal and professional challenges. These 
challenges are shown in Table 1.  
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Table 1. Challenges to Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector

Opportunities for Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector

The interviews also highlighted a number of opportuni�es for Cambodian youth’s 
engagement in the knowledge sector. These opportuni�es can be classified into four 
categories: 1) new programs/ini�a�ves that support research; 2) new pla�orms for 
research and publica�on; 3) greater focus on research and publica�on; and 4) other 
opportuni�es. They are summarized in Table 2. 

Table 2. Opportuni�es for Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector

Recommendations for promoting Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge 
sector

The par�cipants were asked to provide recommenda�ons to promote Cambodian 
youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector. They made several sugges�ons that 
could be grouped into four categories: 1) providing research support; 2) providing 
research and publica�on opportuni�es; 3) crea�ng a suppor�ve environment for 
research; and 4) having a greater focus on research and publica�on. These recom-
menda�ons are shown in Table 3.

Diagnos�c Study 2

1. Limited knowledge about research, publica�on, and English language skills   
(e.g., lack of prior research training/background, limited research knowledge, 
limited focus on research, etc.) 

2. Lack of a suppor�ve environment for research 
(e.g., limited research capacity building opportunities, discouraging environment for 
research, limited access to both primary and secondary data, etc.) 

3. Other personal and professional challenges 
(e.g., time constraints, financial constraints, attitudinal constraints/negative mindset 
toward research, etc.) 

 

1. New programs/ini�a�ves that support research 
(e.g., young researcher programs, research training/mentoring opportunities, 
research internship programs, etc.) 

2. New pla�orms for research and publica�on 
(e.g., National Research Forum, Cambodian Journal of Educational Research, 
Cambodian Journal of STEM and Education Research, SheThinks Network, etc.)  

3. Greater focus on research and publica�on 
(e.g., introduction of institutional vision to promote research, introduction of 
research requirements for students, etc.) 

4. Other opportuni�es 
(e.g., more lecturers and teacher trainers with better qualifications from overseas, 
support for research from development partners and donor agencies, etc.) 
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Table 3. Recommenda�ons for promo�ng Cambodian youth’s engagement in the 
knowledge sector

Findings from the survey 

Cambodian youth’s research experience 

  Figure 1. Cambodian youth’s research experience

Diagnos�c Study 3

1. Provide research support  
(e.g., resource/funding allocation, incentives for research and publication, research 
capacity building programs, support/mentorship for research and publication, etc.) 

2. Provide research and publica�on opportuni�es  
(e.g., internship/fellowship programs, research seminars/workshops/conferences/ 
presentations, research and publication activities , etc.) 

3. Create a suppor�ve environment for research 
(e.g., research support networks, platforms for research publication, 
stakeholder/institutional collaboration, promotion of academic freedom, etc.)

4. Have a greater focus on research and publica�on  
(e.g., establishment of institutional research policies, research requirements in 
school, curriculum and assessment reform, improvement in higher education 
enrollment and management, improvement in policy implementation, etc.) 

 

Have you ever conducted research?

No
16.90%

Yes
83.10%

What kind of research have you conducted?

Mixed methods research

Research based on secondary data

Quan�ta�ve research

Qualita�ve research

Ac�on research

48.40%

24.20%

12.70%

12%

2.70%

When asked whether they have ever 
conducted research, around 83% of 
the 456 par�cipants claimed that 
they had conducted research, while 
16.9% answered that they had not. 

When further asked what kind of 
research they had conducted, 
almost half of the par�cipants said 
that they had conducted mixed 
methods research. Around 24% 
claimed to have undertaken 
research based on secondary data, 
while around 12% each reported to 
have conducted quan�ta�ve and 
qualita�ve research. Less than 3% 
had engaged in ac�on research (see 
Figure 1). 
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Most important challenges to Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector

Diagnos�c Study 4

Lack of prior research training

Lack of prac�cal research prac�ce

Lack of research training opportuni�es

Poor reading habits (leading to lack of ideas, knowledge, etc.)

Lack of �me

Difficult access to both primary and secondary data

Limited a�en�on to research in high school and higher educa�on

Lack of research collabora�on opportuni�es

63.80%

59.20%

49.10%

45.80%

43.20%

42.50%

42.10%

39.70%

Lack of informa�on about research support/guidance

Less conducive environment for research

39.50%

39.30%

10 most important challenges to Cambodian youth’s
engagement in the knowledge sector

A Diagnos�c Study

Figure 2. Ten most important challenges to Cambodian youth’s engagement in the 
knowledge sector 

The par�cipants were given a list of 24 poten�al challenges to Cambodian youth’s 
engagement in the knowledge sector and were asked to select their perceived 10 
most important challenges. The results are shown in Figure 2 above. Among these 
challenges, three challenges were most frequently selected, including 1) lack of prior 
research training, 2) lack of prac�cal research prac�ce, and 3) lack of research training 
opportuni�es. 

Opportunities for Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector

44.10%

37.10%

36%

32.20%

25.40%

24.10%

18.90%

2.41%

0.65%

Public lectures

Research training/mentoring opportuni�es (e.g., Cambodian
Educa�on Forum)

Research seminar series (e.g., CDRI)

Young researcher programs (e.g., Future Forum)

Internship programs provided by media outlets

Fellowship programs (e.g., Center for Khmer Studies)

Opinion piece wri�ng opportuni�es (e.g., Poli�koffee)

Don't know any programs

Others (Cambodia Living Arts, AVI, Australia Awards small
research grant)

Which of the following research-related programs do you know?
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Figure 3. Participants’ awareness of opportunities for Cambodian youth’s engage-
ment in the knowledge sector

The par�cipants were asked to select various research-related programs, ac�vi�es, 
and opportuni�es of which they were aware. The results are shown in Figure 3. 
Overall, less than half of the par�cipants were aware of the various research-related 
programs, ac�vi�es, and opportuni�es presented. About 44% of the par�cipants 
knew about research training and mentoring opportuni�es, around 37% knew about 
research seminar series and na�onal policies/projects on research, and around 50% 
were aware of the fact that there were more lecturers and teacher trainers with 
overseas qualifica�ons as well as more interest in research and publica�on. These 
results indicated that Cambodian youth’s awareness of the various available 
research-related opportuni�es was limited. 

37.90%

32%

30.90%

30.90%

27.60%

21.90%

18.60%

3%

Research networks (e.g., SheThinks Network

Na�onal policies/projects on research (e.g., MoEYS, MISTI, etc.)

New pla�orms for research and publica�on

Ins�tu�onal vision to promote research (e.g., RUPP, UC, NUM,...

Research forums and conferences

New academic journals

Research requirements (e.g., BTEC, PTEC, RUPP, NIE, etc.)

Don't know any ac�vi�es

Others (online seminars, The Asia Founda�on) 0.90%

Which of the following research-related ac�vi�es do you know?

Which of the following research-related 
opportuni�es do you know?

More lecturers and teacher trainers with 
be�er qualifica�ons (from overseas)

More interest in research and publica�on

Support from development partners and donor 
agencies (e.g., Sida, JICA, DFAT, 

The Asia Founda�on, etc.)

Don't know any research-related
opportuni�es

50.90%

47.40%

38.80%

3%
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Recommendations for promoting Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge 
sector

Table 4. Recommenda�ons that received the highest combined percentage of “Agree” 
and “Strongly agree”

Note. SD/D = Strongly disagree/Disagree, N = Neutral, and A/SA = Agree/Strongly agree

The par�cipants were given a list of 34 poten�al recommenda�ons for promo�ng 
Cambodian youth’s engagement in the knowledge sector. They were asked to rate 
these recommenda�ons on a 5-point Likert scale, consis�ng of 1) Strongly disagree, 2) 
Disagree, 3) Neutral, 4) Agree, and 5) Strongly agree. The results showed that 13 
recommenda�ons received the highest combined percentage (75% or higher) of 
“Agree” and “Strongly agree”. These recommenda�ons are shown in Table 4. 

Conclusion and recommenda�ons 

This study highlighted several challenges/barriers, as well as some new opportuni�es 
for Cambodian youth to engage in the knowledge sector as knowledge users, knowl-
edge producers, and knowledge intermediaries. 

Recommenda�ons  
Level of Agreement (%)  

SD/D N A/SA  

1. Resource/funding alloca�on to support research 14.69 10.09 75.22 

2. Incen�ves for research and publica�on 14.04 6.58 79.39 

3. Research capacity building programs/con�nuous  
    professional development (for teaching staff) 

14.25 6.80 78.95 

4. Support/mentorship for research and publica�on ac�vi�es  14.47 8.55 76.97 

5. Providing research and publica�on opportuni�es 14.69 7.24 78.07 

6. Research internship/fellowship programs 14.25 8.33 77.41 

7. Research seminars/workshops/conferences/presenta�ons 14.04 9.43 76.54 

8. Research projects/ini�a�ves 13.38 10.53 76.10 

9. More research ac�vi�es/opportuni�es for youth to engage   
    in research 

13.38 8.55 78.07 

10. More research and publica�on ac�vi�es to promote  
      research interest 

13.82 9.21 76.97 

11. Research support networks in and outside of university  
      se�ngs 

15.35 7.89 76.75 

12. Promo�on of student-teacher rela�ons 12.94 11.18 75.88 

13. Youth’s proac�veness 12.72 11.18 76.10 
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This study argues that the current environment is not suppor�ve for Cambodian 
youth to ac�vely engage in the knowledge sector. Therefore, these challenges need to 
be addressed in order to allow more Cambodian youth to ac�vely engage in research 
and knowledge produc�on ac�vi�es to contribute to advancing the knowledge sector 
in Cambodia. At the same �me, more efforts by concerned stakeholders, par�cularly 
the government and educa�onal ins�tu�ons, are needed to ensure the sustainability 
of exis�ng and new research opportuni�es so that more Cambodian youth can have 
ample opportuni�es to meaningfully engage in the knowledge sector ac�vely. 

The study also iden�fied a set of recommenda�ons that should be considered to 
nurture a conducive environment for Cambodian youth’s greater engagement in the 
knowledge sector. The various recommenda�ons include providing research support, 
making research and publica�on opportuni�es more available and accessible, creat-
ing a favorable environment for research, and emphasizing research and publica�on 
ac�vi�es. The study offers four addi�onal recommenda�ons as follows:

Provide research capacity building opportuni�es

It is important to ensure Cambodian youth, especially university students, have the 
necessary knowledge and skills to engage in research ac�vi�es. This can be done at 
mul�ple levels, including the na�onal, community, and ins�tu�onal levels. More 
research capacity building opportuni�es should, therefore, be made available and 
accessible to youth to allow them to develop their research knowledge and skills so 
that they can increase their research engagement ac�vi�es.

Provide opportuni�es for prac�cal research experience 

More research internship programs should be offered by relevant stakeholders, 
par�cularly educa�onal ins�tu�ons, research ins�tutes, think tanks, and NGOs. In 
such research-focused programs, youth should be given opportuni�es to conduct 
research and be able to receive personalized support in the form of mentorship. This 
is to enable them to have first-hand experience in conduc�ng research and to have 
the opportunity to develop their research knowledge and skills through individualized 
support and mentorship. 

Provide publica�on support  

It is important to provide youth with first-hand experience in conduc�ng research and 
wri�ng for publica�on. To achieve this goal, training or mentorship programs that aim 
to develop youth’s wri�ng and publica�on skills are much needed to help them build 
their confidence and strengthen their interest in wri�ng and publica�on. This type of 
support can begin by focusing on wri�ng short or commentary ar�cles and can 
progress to engaging in more advanced forms of wri�ng, such as research reports and 
journal ar�cles.
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Create a support network for youth and young researchers 

It is important to create a support network for youth and young researchers. Such a 
support network is essen�al as it helps to create a pla�orm for youth and young 
researchers to meet and discuss issues relevant to their research interests and career 
goals. The support network, if well supported and well-managed, will provide a 
suppor�ve environment for youth to develop their skills and fulfil their aspira�ons to 
contribute to Cambodia’s knowledge sector. Therefore, it is essen�al that concerned 
stakeholders should work closely together to find innova�ve ways to establish a 
pla�orm where Cambodian youth and young researchers can seek different forms of 
support when needed. The availability of effec�ve support networks will contribute 
to nurturing an environment in which youth are empowered to enhance their roles as 
knowledge users, producers, and intermediaries in the knowledge sector in Cambo-
dia.

Diagnos�c Study 8
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Ponlok Chomnes is a four-year ini�a�ve (2019-2023) to strengthen the
capacity of the knowledge sector and inform public policy analysis and
dialogue in Cambodia. In partnership with the Australian Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, The Asia Founda�on is strengthening
organiza�onal and technical capacity among Cambodian research
ins�tu�ons and crea�ng an enabling environment for policy dialogue.

CONTACT US
THE ASIA FOUNDATION | CAMBODIA OFFICE

#59, Oknha Peich (Street 242) Phnom Penh, Cambodia
ponlokchomnes@asiafounda�on.org

+855 (0)23 210 431
h�ps://policypulse.org/
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